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become blunt when the same news comes from anywhere with
merciless regularity,
Tours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai
107.   ADDRESS TO ASHRAM INMATES
February 17, 1919
The inmates are satisfied with nothing in the Ashram, The
reason? Dissatisfaction over MaganlaPs ideas and conduct, over
his manner of speaking and over a certain partiality in his ac-
tions. Lack of faith in the Ashram on the part of others, those
in the school. What is my position in these circumstances?
I must place before you some strict principles. I have not
invited the ladies, but they, too, feel disgusted, and are thinking
of leaving. I have told them that they will not get anywhere
else what they have gained here. You may remain in the Ashram
only if you think you can put up with all that life here means. So
think well before you decide to remain or leave. Why do you
stick on here despite your dissatisfaction? Surely, none of you is
too weak to leave. It is, then, out of your love for me and blind
attachment to me.
The first principle, then, which emerges is that to be attached
to a person apart from his work is blind attachment. I knew per-
sons in South Africa who were blindly attached to me. I made
it clear to them that, if they found Phoenix1, which was my crea-
tion, of no worth, then I, too, had none. If they lacked faith in
my creation, then, naturally, they were bound to lose faith in
me as welL I am a good judge of men but I cannot prove this to
you just now. Nevertheless, if you have no faith in the Ashram,
if you are dissatisfied with it, you had better leave it. Only those
of you may remain who have joined it to give something or to
point out to Gandhi his follies and errors. But I find none such.
All of you have come here to give and to receive. It is from the
whole lot of us that the worth of the Ashram will be judged.
We cannot measure a man's worth independently of his work.
1 The Phoenix  Settlement near Durban founded by Gandhiji in associa
tion with his co-workers and European friends in 1904.    It sought to put into
practice the essential teachings of Ruskin and Tolstoy and to assist in the
removal of the grievances of Indians in South Africa.  Indian Opinion was also
published from Phoenix.